
Peer-to-Peer Learning 
Middle school students learn about relevant social lessons 
from high school peers this January! 

Students in the Heroes and Cool Kids Program, a high school mentorship 
program, visited our middle school this month to discuss important topics, 
such as respectful versus disrespectful tones, bullying, and cyberbullying. 
Their discussions were coupled with hands-on activities and games. 
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Interactive 
Students worked 

with one another to 
role play scenarios. 

Relevant 
Using school-based 
scenarios, students 
discuss respectful 

behaviors.  

Relatable 
Peer-to-peer 

discussions help to 
make scenarios 
understandable.

TONE 
Students learned about 
the importance of word 

choice and spoken 
volume. 

Respectful

ENVIRONMENT 
All school community 
members should feel 
welcome, recognizing 

conflicts will exist.

SAFETY 
Learning how to 

navigate obstacles 
online raises awareness 

and safety. 
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Nonfiction Literacy 
Nonfiction reading and writing is the 
most widely-used genre in schools 
across grades and content areas. 

When students read and write in fiction, they 
tend to have a voice and express themselves 
with passion, but when they work in nonfiction, 
that passion is something that oftentimes has to 
be cultivated and explicitly taught. Students 
have to be shown strategies for making sense of 
dense works and for finding their voice when 
working through nonfiction pieces.  

Nonfiction work begins in the elementary 
grades. Students are taught about the 
importance of previewing nonfiction texts 
before starting to read them. They are 
encouraged to ‘rev up’ their minds for the 
learning that is to come. They are taught to set 
their expectations for learning to ensure their 
baseline objectives are met. To help with this 
previewing, students are taught to look at the 
text features found in nonfiction texts prior to 
reading. Typical features are the table of 
contents, titles, headings, subheadings, images, 
captions, timelines, diagrams, and charts.  

“I can never remember things 
that I didn’t understand in 
the first place.” (Tan, 1989) 

The previewing allows learners also to make 
predictions about what will be learned through 
the nonfiction piece. When processing the work 
of nonfiction against an existing framework in 
the mind, the learning connects to thinking that 
is already anchored. This strategy helps 
students make sense of their new learning. 

In the photo above, elementary students are 
examining nonfiction text features, which 
include tables of contents, titles, subtitles, 
captions, graphs, maps, timelines, and 
glossaries. 
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COMPETITION MATH: AMC 8 
We encourage student-mathematicians to try competition math 
experiences. The middle school offers the AMC 8 annually to 
over 100 participants. The AMC 8 is a 25-question, 40-minute, 
multiple choice examination designed to promote problem-
solving skills. It provides an opportunity for students to develop 
experiences with analytical thinking and mathematics that can 
assist in future careers. The material covered on the AMC 8 
includes topics from a typical middle school mathematics 
curriculum, including probability, estimation, proportional 
reasoning, geometry, spatial visualization, graphs, and linear or 
quadratic functions and equations. 



This year’s book is Clementine, by Sara 
Pennypacker. In this book, a young girl, 
Clementine is having a terrible week. She cuts 
off her friend’s hair; she manages to get her 
mother and her friend’s mother angry with her, 
and Clementine gets sent to the principal’s 
office multiple times. However, despite this 
series of unfortunate events, Clementine finds a 
way to make things better! 

As the students read this book with families at 
home, following the established reading 
calendar, they have the opportunity to be 
surprised by mystery readers along the way. 
Recordings of chapters are posted to the One 
School, One Book webpage for families to enjoy.  

Teachers have created at-home questions for 
students and families. These questions are 
varied and include recall-level questions as well 
as analytical questions. Families are encouraged 
to reflect on the extracted quotations, too.  

Teachers also have created trivia questions 
based on the readings. As classes, the students 
try to answer the questions and the winners of 
the trivia are announced on the weekly school 
announcements.  

Of great interest, students are learning about 
Clementine’s character traits! Students are 
having fun discussing Clementine’s 
misunderstood intentions and silly actions.  

“Clementine is great. I read the whole 
series already. I like that we are 
reading the book now because I get to 
read it with my class, and we talk 
about it. Clementine is so funny!”     
(Gr. 3 Student, 2023) 
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One School, One Book 
Literacy skills provide the basis for 
lifetime learning and productivity. 

JANUARY 2023

The Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office offered two 
assembly programs for our middle schoolers, Internet 
Safety and The Pathways to Addiction, along with a 
parent program. The presenters shared real-life 
scenarios, from Bergen County, that captivated the 
students’ attention. Students were taught the 
importance of and strategies for remaining “smart” 
online. Students also learned about the undeniable 
effects of initial substance use. During both programs, 
students were reminded of the importance of 
identifying those who always will be their supporters. 

Bergen County Prosecutor’s 
Office Assemblies



LEAP Tank! 
Student-entrepreneurs presented ideas 
to school leaders and community 
members for feedback. 

Eighth-grade students in the LEAP Program 
worked collaboratively to develop innovative 
ideas, coupled with business plans, that they 
presented for critique and feedback. Modeled 
after Shark Tank, these eighth graders were 
tasked with presenting their developments and 
plans to a panel of reviewers. The students 
were asked questions regarding their target 
audiences, advertising plans, costs and 

projected revenues, 
profit margins, and 
possible product 
expansions. Through 
their pitched 
presentations, the 
students had to 
consider their visual 
aids, their technology 
applications, and their 
use of timed speaking. 
Afterwards, the group 
reflection, which 
included our visitors, 
was powerful! 
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SOME PROJECT 
PITCHES 

Smart Keys: 
A Better Way to 
Learn Music 

LEAP: Grade 8 

Ribbit:  
A New Leap into 
Virtual Learning 

 

BRAINSTORM 
Students brainstormed 
ideas, based on needs 
and existing products.

1
RESEARCH 

Students conducted 
market research to 
identify feasibility.

2
PLAN 

Students planned, 
making prototypes and 
mock business plans.
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PRESCHOOL 
STUDENTS BUILD THEIR LEARNING  
The preschool students are learning about buildings — 
building types and building materials! They are even 
learning the specialized terms: building foundation, 
sturdy materials, and building engineer. During each 
unit, the classroom has a thematic dramatic play center. 
For this unit, the children are playing in the 
“construction zone.” As a culmination, the preschoolers 
will be going on a Building Walk around the school, 
recording the materials they see. 

Old Tappan Public 
Preschool Program 

 

 

Integrated Preschool Program 
for 3- and 4-Year-Olds 

 
The Old Tappan Public Preschool Program is a 
nurturing, early childhood learning program for 
typically-developing children and those with 
special needs. Students are placed together in 
an integrated learning environment that utilizes a 
child-centered approach of combining learning 
with play. Children are immersed in a variety of 
planned activities to promote school readiness 
skills, language development, and social/ 
emotional growth. Our Preschool Program 
weaves naturally into our kindergarten 
programming, allowing for transitional ease. 
Please see our application for details and lottery 
information about available general education 
seats. We look forward to welcoming your child! 

‣ Limited Seats (4) Open for Lottery 
‣ Only Toilet-trained Children Eligible 
‣ Applications Available: oldtappanschools.org 
‣ Applications Due: 3/24/23 
‣ Lottery for Open Seats: 3/27/23 
‣ Notification of Acceptance: 3/28/23 
 
When: September - June  

(follows PK-8 school calendar) 
 
Where: T. Baldwin Demarest Elementary School 

1 School Street, Old Tappan, NJ 07675 
 
Time:  8:25 AM - 2:55 PM 
 
Tuition: $11,000 for a 10-month program, 

inclusive of a $2,200 non-refundable 
deposit 

 

201.664.1421 
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Kindergarten Registration

OLD TAPPAN PreK-8 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Kindergarten Registration
Deadline March 31, 2023

If you have a child who will be entering Kindergarten in the fall of 2023, the 
deadline to register him/her is March 31, 2023. We will be making individual 
in-person appointments after school hours during the months of February 
and March. To make an appointment for registration, please call or email Ms. 
Chamesian at 201-664-7176 ext. 1000 or chamesians@nvnet.org.

Please note the following:
To be eligible for Kindergarten, your child must turn 

5 years of age on or before October 1, 2023.
There are three phases to the registration process: 1.) an ONLINE portion; 
2.) a PAPER portion; and 3.) an IN-PERSON proof-of-residency portion.

Online: The link for submitting your child’s registration information, 
which includes family and emergency contacts, is available on the Old 
Tappan Schools’ website (www.oldtappanschools.org). Please access the 
registration link and follow the directions.

Paper: The paper portion of the registration packet can be found on the 
Old Tappan Schools’ website (www.oldtappanschools.org) to be printed, 
or you may pick up the paper packet from our school during school hours. 
When you come to the school for Step #3, bring the paper packet with you.

In-Person (by appointment only): Bring completed paper forms, 
original proof-of-residency documents, and one additional copy of all 
documentation to the T. Baldwin Demarest Elementary School O!ce 
located at One School Street during your scheduled appointment.

If you have another child in the Old Tappan Schools, the full 
registration process must be completed again. Should you have 

any questions, call or e-mail Ms. Chamesian at 
201-664-7176, ext. 1000 or chamesians@nvnet.org.

 
We look forward to having your child join our Old Tappan school family!


